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ABSTRACT:  

 

The National Museum of Natural History (NMNH), an institution under the Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change (Government of India), has been a pioneer institution 

for the service of Persons with Disabilities under its thrust area, Museum Access Studies (MAS). 

It is the first Museum in Asia to develop Braille publications. It has established disable-friendly 

accessible infrastructural facilities in all its Regional Museums of Natural History (RMNH) 

located in Mysore, Bhopal, Bhubaneswar and Sawai Madhopur. It has also organised a large 

number of programmes in Museum Access as part of its mandate to make its facilities/ resources 

accessible to all including Persons with Disabilities. In continuation of this, the NMNH will be 

organising a National Conference on Museum Access titled Museums and Persons with 

Disabilities during 16-17 December 2015 in New Delhi. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CONCEPT NOTE 

 

In a democratic country like India where majority of Museums are funded by Government, it is 

expected that these Museums cater to the needs of a large number of people. However, a 

majority of Museums in India do not give priority to the concerns of a larger number of the 

public. If this situation is the general trend, it will be worse for the minute category of public 

belonging to Persons with disabilities. 

 

Even though the situation may seem alarming, there are beacons of hope. The NMNH is an 

example. Even though the rented building of the NMNH in New Delhi is not an ideal building 

for access to persons with disabilities, it has been undertaking a larger number of programmes 

specifically targeted at them. It has made it a point that all the other regional museums located in 

various regions of India (Mysore, Bhopal, Bhubaneswar and Sawai Madhopur) are disable-

friendly.  A large number of programmes and exhibitions are also being organised by the NMNH 

Museum throughout the year on a regular basis. 

 

The NMNH is an organisation under the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

(MoEFCC) the new building of which is disable-friendly. 

 

In continuation of the NMNH initiatives on Museum Access, the NMNH proposes to organise a 

National Conference on Museum Access entitled “Museums and Persons with Disabilities” to 

be held in New Delhi during 16-17 December 2015. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


