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EARTHQUAKE

EARTHQUAKES is a 

sudden  release of 

energy 

accumulated in 

deformed rocks 

causing the 

ground to tremble 

or shake.





How earthquake is caused

Å The continental crust is made up of very light rocks.
Å The crust of the earth is very thin and consists of huge interlocking 

blocks of rocks called tectonic  plates.
Å These plates float on a layer of semi liquid rocks called mantle.These

semi liquid material  helps in the movement or floating of tectonic 
plates.

Å These plates either converge or diverge.Hugepressure is built up due 
to the collision of plates.

Å Faults are created in the crust due to the release of pressure.
Å These movements cause vibration due to which earthquakes occur.
Å Earthquakes can cause huge ocean waves called tsunamis.



ðThe earthquakes waves bring cracks in the 

surface of the earth.

ðThe earthquakes can block the flow of rivers.

ðThe earthquake can cause landslides

ðThey can destroy houses and buildings.

ðThey can cause widespread fires.

ð Constructive Effects
ðIt helps in formation of block mountains and rift 

valleys due to the occurrence of faults

ðFormation of hot springs.

ðFormation of bays and gulfs due to submergence 

in the coastal areas.

ðEmergence of shore areas provide fertile land for 

agriculture.

ð

Destructive Effects



PRECAUTIONS 

�‡ Do not stay near window, bookcases, 
cabinets,
mirrors hanging pots and fans, during 
or immediately after an earthquake.

�‡ Leave your home or school building and 
move to open fields or parks.

�‡ Keep away from high rise buildings.
�‡ Do not sit inside the car.


